Catholic Parish of Christchurch South
Office: 70 Spencer Street, Addington.
Postal Address: PO Box 9055,
Tower Junction,
Christchurch 8149
Phone: (03) 338 8395

Email: phead@now.net.nz
Website: sanctamariaparish.nz

Friday, 27th August 2021
Dear Parishioners
I hope this letter finds you and your family safe and well and that all of you are
coping with the demands of “lockdown” in the best way possible.
I would like to mention the teachers from both primary and secondary schools who
are keeping in contact with their classes at present. I hope all of you are being
provided with what you need in these exceptional circumstances. Thank you for
all you are doing to educate our children and students at this time and thank you
to the parents who are supervising the children at home.
Here at Spencer Street we have had a rather quiet week that may not come as a
surprise! The five priests meet each morning and evening to pray morning and
evening prayer and we celebrate Mass together each day at 9am. We continue to
remember you and your families in our prayer. Fr Phil and Fr Ben celebrated a live
streaming Mass yesterday at 1:10pm for the students and staff at Cathedral College
and others.
Odd jobs have been happening around the place
at Spencer Street with Fathers Phil and Ben doing
a few plumbing jobs on the outside of the house!
The success of their work will be evident when we
have our next heavy downpour! Fr Ben has also
been extending his chilli garden and has been
working on dropping a tree using only a handsaw!
(photo to the left) It may come as no surprise that
I have been out in the garden and keeping an close
eye on the bees! You may remember when I wrote
last week that I mentioned the bees were staying
indoors due to the climatic conditions! The prize
for the best comment received from a parishioner
goes to BA who stated: “they were only following
the Covid rules by staying at home”!!
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The announcement this afternoon by the Prime Minister that we are going to be in
Alert Level 4 until 11:59pm on Tuesday, 31st August means we will still not be able
to celebrate Mass or open our churches. It is only at Alert Level 2 that we will be
able to celebrate Mass and open two of our churches. I will send you the timetable
for weekend and weekday Masses for Alert 2 when we move to this level and the
details for registering. During Alert Level 2 we will use only Sacred Heart church,
Addington and Sts Peter & Paul church, Halswell.
If you wish to view Mass this weekend please go to the Christchurch Diocese
website https://chchcatholic.nz/2021/08/covid-19-update/
There you will find a numbers of choices for you to select from on the Covid 19
update site.
I would ask you please to keep in contact with parishioners who may live alone and
have no family to support them. Please let me know if I can ring someone you may
know who would appreciate a call; thank you.
I thank Joanne Hope, Coordinator of Pastoral Care, for liaising with our Ministers
to the Sick/Elderly, for the way in which they have been keeping in touch with those
they minister to; appreciative thanks. There is one parishioner I know of who is in
hospital at present (there many be others?). CT, we are remembering you in prayer
and hope you will be able to come home again soon.
I would ask you please to remember in your prayers Sister Mary Teresa of St
Augustine who is one of the Sisters at the Carmelite Monastery. Sister Mary Teresa
is at present receiving palliative care at the Monastery.
Next Wednesday September 1 is the World Day of Prayer for Care of Creation and
marks the beginning of a month-long Season of Creation for Christians throughout
the world.
The National Liturgy Office has prepared a page of resources to help us prepare
for the celebration of this month. Keep checking the page for updates as
September 1 nears:www.nlo.org.nz/news-and-events/media-releases/season-ofcreation-2021/
Other items of interest from the Diocesan notices are attached.
With assurance of prayerful support for you and your families
Every blessing
Father Peter Head sm
Parish Priest
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Spring (was!) is in the air! Can you spot the bubble bee?!!

A special thanks to both Janice, our parish secretary, and Judy, our parish
administrator, who are working from home. I know they working because I am
receiving emails and phone calls from them!!
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There were two articles in CathNews last Tuesday that may be of interest to you:
Lockdown services offer chance to worship within household bubble
Lockdown services around the country saw household bubble virtual church
attendance from worshippers over the weekend.
The lockdown offers people the opportunity to engage with God themselves in
whichever way they find most comfortable, rather than just watching it on a screen,
Director of the Catholic Church’s Liturgy Commission Fr John O’Connor says.
“There are a whole variety of online resources for people who are seeking to grow
in relationship with God. It includes reflections on readings and suggestions of
different ways of praying,” he says.
“I know that some parishes are offering live streamed Masses, and whereas they
were popular last year, it seems that people are taking the chance to really engage
with God themselves, rather than to watch someone else on a screen doing that.
“I think always with live streaming there’s a sense of being at a distance and while
some people find it very helpful, that’s great.
“Many others are finding it helpful to just take time for prayer themselves or with
their families, or those who are in their household bubble.”
Father O’Connor says some people were finding it more fulfilling to share a Zoom
call with two or three people close to them.
Connecting with each other is a good thing, says Father O’Connor.
“Sunday, for 2000 years for Christians, has been the day of worship and it’s not an

isolated activity but even if we, for whatever reason, whether it be lockdown or
sickness or distance… we are still connected with the community remembering
that when we pray, we’re never alone.
“When we pray, we’re connected with God and with every other praying person.”
Compulsory COVID sign in at Church events
Churches are among the places new Covid sign-in regulations will apply to.
The Government announced mandatory record-keeping is being introduced for
busy places and events to ensure the Government can contact trace quickly.
Covid Response Minister Chris Hipkins says the new rules mean those responsible
for businesses and events will need to ensure people keep a record when they visit,
either by scanning QR codes with the Covid-19 Tracer App or making a manual
record.
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There will be a fine for businesses and other organisations – like Churches – for
failing to keep contact tracing records.
Using the Covid sign-in app is about accuracy, speed and efficiency, Chris Hipkins
explains.
“It is clear that when people use the app or manually sign in, rather than relying on
memory, contact tracing can happen much more quickly.
“Covid-19 can be extremely difficult to trace and contain without people keeping a
good record of where they have been and who they have come into contact with.”
[CathNews New Zealand, Tuesday, 24th August. If you wish to get a copy of
CathNews NZ via email contact newsletter@cathnews.co.nz ]
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