Catholic Parish of Christchurch South
Office: 70 Spencer Street, Addington.
Postal Address: PO Box 9055,
Tower Junction,
Christchurch 8149
Phone: (03) 338 8395

Email: phead@now.net.nz
Website: sanctamariaparish.nz

Friday, 3rd September 2021
Dear Parishioners
Due to still being in Alert Level 3 there will be no Masses this weekend nor will any
of our churches be able to be opened.
We live in hope that we will be coming to Alert Level 2 next week where we will
have two of our churches open (Addington and Halswell) and Mass will be
celebrated on a weekday and weekend. At Alert Level 2 there will also be Mass
celebrated each day at the Carmelite Monastery. Once we hear officially next week
that we are going down to Alert Level 2, I will send you the timetable for weekend
and weekday Masses and the instructions re registering for a weekend Mass.
We remember in prayer Petrus Schellekens RIP who died at Parklane last Monday
evening. Petrus will be buried at a graveside service this Monday.
Our Diocese has provided us with material we can use in our prayer entitled
“Praying through Covid”. This material is available for you at:
Praying through Covid - Catholic Diocese of Christchurch (chchcatholic.nz)
One of the aspects of our parish I have been reflecting on is how can we have a
greater connection with each other while still worshipping
at five different churches? What are the opportunities our
parish offers to enable these connections to come about
between parishioners? One aspect of the survey carried
out towards the end of last year was the response to the
question about community activities. Top of the list was a
walking group and at the other end of the list was
drama/theatre.
In between these two there were
suggestions such as craft groups, cooking demonstrations, music groups,
exercise groups and several other activities.
In addition to these activities I personally would be interested in a gardening group,
a wine tasting group, a cycling group, etc, etc. What is stopping us as a parish
getting a few of these groups up and running? I personally do not care what the
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group is as long as it is bringing our parishioners together
to meet one another. All we need is either an individual
or a small group of people to begin to organize a
“happening” and invite whoever would like to come. If
there are any “organizers” out there in the parish who
would like to take the initiative and begin to organize a
group for our parish go for it! I would be interested myself
in a gardening, cycling and cooking group to name a few!
In late January and through February we are going to be
hopefully establishing new Passionist Family Groups. There
are already groups in existence in Beckenham and Hoon Hay
and these groups will continue as they are. From my pastoral
experience the Passionist Family Groups have been a great
way of parishioners coming together where they can meet one
another and are able to socialize and support each other. You
will be hearing more about our hope of being able to establish new Passionist
Family Groups across the whole parish later in the year.
This week there has been a little more activity at 70 Spencer. Remembering that
our Marist community consists of five priests: Frs Barry, Allan, myself, Phil and
Ben. Activities this week have included baking/cooking, plumbing, carpentry,
crosswords and walking. The “test” is to see if you can match the right priest with
the right activity! A prize may be offered to the parishioner who gets 5 out of 5!!
Frs Barry, Allan and myself have had both our Covid injections/vaccines and
thankfully there has been no reaction by any of us. Recently Pope Francis when
talking about the vaccines stated: “Thanks to God’s grace and to the work of many,
we now have vaccines to protect us from Covid-19.” He added that vaccines “bring
hope to end the pandemic, but only if they are available to all and if we collaborate
with one another.” Pope Francis went on to say that getting a Covid jab that is
“authorized by the respective authorities” is an “act of love.” “Getting vaccinated
is a simple yet profound way to care for one another, especially the most
vulnerable,” he said.
I mentioned in my letter last week the “Season of Creation”. This begun last
Wednesday and will conclude on 4th October. The Diocese has provided us with
the following information that will assist us during this time:
Pope Francis invites us to join the Season of Creation - YouTube
Respect for the Planet’s resources – The Pope Video 9 - September 2020 YouTube
Home Interest - Season of Creation
www.nlo.org.nz/news-and-events/media-releases/season-of-creation-2021/
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I also noticed in the Press last Tuesday that September is Bee Aware Month!
The article mentioned that “beekeepers are calling on bee-lovers to take what
actions they can to improve the health and resilience of Kiwi
bee populations this September. Apiculture is asking Kiwis to
feed the bees by planting bee-friendly trees and plants this
spring.” For more information you may like to look up the
following website:
https://treesforbeesnz.org
The Season of Creation is “an opportunity for all of us to reflect
on our place within the story of creation and to accept our individual and collective
responsibility to care for our common home.” Pope Francis continually reminds
us “the care of God’s creation should be the centre of our call as Christians”.
The following information has come from the Diocese:
Social Justice Week
One week away is Social Justice Week (12th – 18th September), with the theme ”A Culture of
Encounter: Be the Church" / "He Ahurea Tūtaki ki Ētahi atu: Me Noho Ko Koutou te Hāhi”
All the resource material can be found here: Social Justice Week | Caritas
St Vincent de Paul
SVDP are continuing distribution of food parcels in a contactless way.
If you know of people in need, please have them contact their parish Vinnies Conference or
directly to the SVDP welfare line:
Text only: 027 3589 400
Landline: 03 389 7484 ext 1
Email: welfare@svdpchch.co.nz
Latest NZ Catholic
For those who have not seen it the latest NZ Catholic is available online. It is wonderful to
see a photo of Sr Anne Mary’s final profession to the Carmelites on the front page.
The issue can be viewed here NZ-Catholic-Special-Digital-Issue-Sept.1.pdf
With best wishes and blessings

Father Peter Head sm
Parish Priest
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A few spring photos taken while out on the bike:

above outside the Canterbury Museum and below on the Avon River
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