THE HOLY NAME OF MARY – 12 September

This has been a very Marian week, we celebrated the delightful feast of Mary’s
Birthday on Wednesday and today (Sunday) we celebrate the Naming of Mary, a few days
after her birth; the feast of the Most Holy Name of Mary. Mary’s name is something that is
very important in the life of the Church as her name is invoked so often. One of the most
popular and commonly prayed prayers invokes Mary’s name twice; the Hail Mary. This
prayer is an echo of the Angel Gabriel’s words to Mary, when he announced that she would
give birth to the Messiah, and of Mary’s visit to her cousin Elizabeth. The Hail Mary is when
we invoke the name of Mary, that Mary may obtain for us what we cannot get for
ourselves.
Names are very important parts of our lives as they give us our identity and a sense
of belonging, this is why each of us have our own name. Our first name identifies us and
then our surname shows us the family we belong to. This is first mentioned in the Church
on the day of our Baptism. When we are Confirmed, we choose a confirmation saint who
will be our guide on our spiritual journey, that through their intercession, through their
name, we will be assisted on our journey to heaven.
When someone becomes a nun, a brother or a religious priest they do something
similar, they take the name of the order. The priests in our Parish are Marist priests, and
we write ‘SM’ after our name which means ‘Society of Mary’. We belong to this group and
so we add it as part of our own name. Fr Jean-Claude Colin, the founder of the ‘Society of
Mary’ found great consolation in the fact that he was chosen by Mary to ‘bear her name’
to be someone who is ‘under Mary’s name’. This is the Marist Motto; Under Mary’s name
or Sub Mariae Nomine in Latin (We see this in the icon of Fr Colin below). This implies that
one who is under Mary’s name is also Mary’s representative. For Fr Colin, this was not just
some devotion or convention, it came from contemplating he mysteries of Mary’s life in
the gospels and especially through praying and meditating on the mysteries of the Rosary.
Praying the Rosary alone or with family is something that we can all do to help us grow
closer to Jesus through Mary, that we too may be Mary’s representatives in the world.
The feast of the Holy name of Mary is one of the Major feasts for Marists, as today we
celebrate the Name that we bear, the name that we are under, and the name through
whom we bring Jesus Christ to the world.
“If I reflect on the name I bear, what a source of hope, or reassurance, but the name is not
enough. I profess to belong to Mary.” Fr Jean-Claude Colin

With blessings
Fr Ben D’souza sm

