
 

 

 

He waka eke noa - We are all in this together 

Over the last months, Catholics all around the world, including in our parish,  have responded to 
Pope Francis’ call to meet together in small groups, open to the promp ngs of the Holy Spirit,    
listening to one another, in a spirit of prayerful discernment. The Pope wants to hear from the 
whole People of God. This is synodality. He tells us that “A Church that teaches must be firstly a 
Church that listens. Consul ng all members of the Church is vital because, as the Second Va can 
Council reminds us, the faithful as a whole are anointed by the Holy Spirit” 

Each diocese in NZ has produced a synthesis of the feedback from these groups and responses to 
an on-line ques onnaire. They make for interes ng reading and can be found on diocesan          
websites or  Synod diocesan synthesis documents published online - New Zealand Catholic Bishops 
Conference. 

Christchurch people expressed a ‘passionate love for the church and an urgent plea for renewal’. 
The synthesis highlighted a yearning for a more inclusive church: where young people, women, 
Māori, LGBTQI2+, the divorced and remarried, felt respected; where there was collabora ve     
leadership and shared decision-making, recognising the gi s and calling of all the bap sed regard-
less of gender.  There were also calls for liturgical renewal, greater emphasis on ecumenism, be er 
adult faith forma on, and a greater focus on mission. 

A na onal Synod hui was held in Wellington last Saturday as a number from each diocese gathered 
to reflect on the feedback to aid our Bishops as they begin to synthesise submissions into a New 
Zealand document. 

In small groups of Catholics from around the country (lay, clergy and Bishops) we again prayed and 
listened, talked and discerned. Evident was a strong desire for change: for a prophe c Church that 
loves, listens, invites, includes, forms, empowers, responds to the signs of the mes, and leads 
with humility. We await with interest the Bishops’ summary of these synodal gatherings. 

To anyone worried about the idea of a changing church, the story of the Good Samaritan today 
provides a vivid illustra on of what priori es Jesus has. Laws, ins tu ons, rituals and hierarchies 
will not in themselves lead to abundant life. Not without love, or an openness to the presence of 
God in the other. 

Which leads us to consider: if we truly desire a more inclusive church, where none are le  on the 
roadside; where all have a sound understanding of Scripture, Tradi on, Catholic Social Teaching 
and spiritual awareness; where all the bap sed are equally responsible for mission, ministry and 
decision-making; where vibrant liturgies welcome and nourish us, send us out into the world as 
servant and prophet, to bind up wounds and call out injus ce…  if this is what we desire, then 
what are we wai ng for? We can’t afford to wait for the synod in Rome in 2023 (look how long the 
fruits of Va can II renewal have taken/are taking to trickle down). We could embrace synodality 
now as THE way forward to build up the Body of Christ, the people of God in Christchurch South. 

As I have listened over many months to the Holy Spirit moving in the hearts of people so deeply 
invested in the Church I went searching again for the wise encouragement of Archbishop Helder 
Camara - 

‘Pilgrim, when your ship long moored in the harbour gives you the illusion of being a house; when 
you begin to put down roots in the stagnant water by the quay PUT OUT TO SEA! save your boat’s 
journeying soul, and your own pilgrim soul, cost what it may!’ 

Do contact me if you would like to consider how we con nue this synodal process here in our     
parish. 

Joanne Hope, Co-ordinator of Pastoral Care 

 

READINGS  (Year C)    This week:  Deut 30:10-14;  Col 1:15-20;  Luke 10:25-37 
Response:  Turn to the Lord in your need and you will live. 
Next week:    Gen 18:1-10;  Col 1:24-28;  Luke 10:38-42 
 

These are also on the Parish App under Readings. 

13th March 2022 — 2nd Sunday of Lent  
 

10th July 2022—15th Sunday of Ordinary Time 



 

 

 

 

RCIA (Rite of Chris an Ini a on for Adults)  
Interested in becoming a Catholic?  Info  
session:  20th of July, 7pm, at Sacred Heart hall 
Addington. Please register on our website  
h ps://christchurchsouth.org.nz/upcoming/ 

  PARISH NOTICES   

Weekly Parish Collec ons   
26 June & 3 July  
Parish $3,567  Clergy Fund $1,783 

Automa c Payments June 
Parish $9,698  Clergy $4,849 

Next Special Collec on: 
21 August - Maori Mission  

Parish account for dona ons  
Westpac 03-1592-0207148-20   

Thank you 

The Catholic Faith.  
On Demand. 

Our parish has purchased access to 
Formed.org for our parishioners. 

This website has thousands of videos, series, 
talks, eBooks and more.  The  content is       
suitable for children, teens and adults. 

Signing up is easy. 
1: Go to formed.org/signup 
2: Look for ‘Catholic Parish of Christchurch 
South’ 
3: Enter your name and your email address 

JESUS YOUTH—JAM: Jesus Youth Christchurch 
is holding an event  "JAM - Jesus and Me" for     
children age  5 - 12 on Saturday, 16th of July 
2022, 10am to 3:30pm at St. Peter’s Hall,    
Beckenham.  For more details please refer to 
the poster in the church foyer.  Registra on 
link : h ps://forms.gle/7JbsWVcGdXy8rnoF7  

THERE WILL BE NO WEEKDAY MASS at 11am 
at St Peter’s on Thursday, 14th & 21st July or 
at Our Lady of the Assump on on Friday, 15th 
& 22nd July due to the school holidays. 
 

NO SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION this 
Saturday, 9th July and Saturday, 16th July at 
10:30am at Sacred Heart as our priests will be 
a ending the Installa on of Bishop Michael 
on 9th July and also the Ordina on of Monty 
Bamford on 16th July.  Both celebra ons are  
at St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral at 11am. 

Mass Inten ons:   
Len Sullivan & Heather Boaz, Rosemary 
& Bud Grose, Avelita Jones, Carmelita 
Pasa, Cade Bau sta, Janice Fitzgibbon, 
Rob Hundleby, Denis O'Ryan, Brendan 
Brier, Edward & Veronica Consedine, 
Thanksgiving Largado family, Anne Dowell, 
Lino Polito 

THEOLOGY OF THE BODY: Young people aged 
17 –25! Sign up for the South Parish Theology 
of the Body programme star ng 28 July. 
Thursday evenings at Sacred Heart Hall,  
Addington.  Finishing with a day retreat on 24 
September 2022. For more info email 
youthministry@christchurchsouth.org.nz  

PRESENTATION ON OUR PARISH 2022  
and beyond: 

I have prepared a presenta on on our parish 
that I hope will inform you, the parishioners,  
of where we are at present as a parish and 
where we are going as we face our future.   
If you belong to any group in the parish and 
the members of the group are happy for me 
to give my presenta on would you please 
make contact with me to arrange a date and 

me; thank you. 
To date I have given the presenta on to the 
Parish Staff, the Leadership Team, the       
Finance and Management Commi ee, the 
RCIA team and those who were received 
into the Church at Easter, members of the 
CWL and St Vincent de Paul.   
In early August the three staffs of our three 
parish primary schools will come together 
for the presenta on.  I am working with the     
leaders of the Passionist Family Groups to 
give the presenta on to them also in       
August/September. 
At this stage it is my inten on to give this 
presenta on to each of the parish              
communi es during the month of              
September.  I will run a day me session and 
one in the evening that would be open to 
any parishioner who would like to a end. 
The session is for an hour.  A member/s of 
the Leadership Team will be present at each 
session. 
 

Fr Peter 

SEARCH: Join us for seven WEDNESDAY nights 
as we SEARCH for the answers. Next session 
begins: Wednesday 27 July 2022 Sacred Heart 
Hall, Addington . Please register on the parish 
website. 


